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Briefs

ampus
CC
alendar

1.27

8
p.m.,
Swing
dance lesson, CMU
Underground

1.28

6 p.m., “Mocking
Jay:
Part
1”
viewing, Langseth
104

1.29

6:30 p.m.,
“Thick Relations”
screening, Library
103

1.30

8 p.m., Swing
dance lesson, CMU
Underground

1.31

4 p.m., Japan
Night, CMU 214

2.1

2 p.m.,
Planetarium show
“Cosmic Colors,”
Bridges 167

2.2

4 p.m., Prepare
for the Fair
Resume Workshop,
MacLean 167
7 p.m.,
Planetarium show
“Cosmic Colors,”
Bridges 167

Senate
pdate
U
•

1.27-2.2

1.22 Meeting

Meeting included reports and discussion regarding
organizational changes, university policies under review,
student-raised concerns and internal diciplinary matters.
Senators heard a report on last administrative meet and
confer which discussed a MnSCU budget request, two
campus apps and university recruitment.
Senate made several appointments to university committees.
Members will continue to meet with constituents.

•
•
•

Students are invited to attend Senate
meetings Thursdays at 6 p.m. in CMU 205.

SUpdate

ecurity

1.16:

• MPD called to transport intoxicated
community member located in
Langseth
• Online harassment reported by
residents in South Snarr

1.17:

• Verbal argument reported in John
Neumaier. Non-student asked to
leave campus

1.20:

• Suspicious male reported in the

1.16 -1.22
Library. Later found in Nemzek
and escorted from campus

1.21:

• Theft of State property reported in
Bridges. MPD report taken

1.22:

• Tire reported slashed in G-6 lot
• Ongoing harassment reported
to Public Safety. One student
referred to OSCAR
• Car keys reported lost in the M-5
parking lot

Safety Tip of the Week

To report a problem, contact Public Safety at 218-477-2449.

See something? Say something! Don’t forget to contact Public Safety to report
activity that makes you uncomfortable. Call 218.477.2449, stop by our office,
activate a Blue Light or text “MSUMTIP” and your message to 50911.

Advocate
The

The Advocate is published weekly during
the academic year, except during final
examination and vacation periods. It serves
as a voice for students and an outlet for
information important to them.
Opinions expressed in The Advocate
are not necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor. They should be typed and must
include the writer’s name, signature, address,
phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m.
Friday and can be sent to MSUM Box 130,
dropped off at The Advocate office in CMU
Room 110 or emailed to us at advocate@
mnstate.edu. The Advocate reserves the
right to edit letters and refuse publication
of letters omitting requested information. It
does not guarantee the publication of any
letter.

Minnesota State University Moorhead
Box 130 Moorhead, MN 56563
Comstock Memorial Union Room 110
Advertising: 218-477-2365
advocate@mnstate.edu
www.msumadvocate.com

The Advocate is prepared for publication
by Minnesota State University Moorhead
students and is printed by Davon Press, West
Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2015, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for
talented writers, photographers, columnists
and illustrators.
Contact the editor for more information or
attend staff meetings on Sunday evenings.
Josie Gereszek, editor-in-cheif
Marie Veillette, assistant editor
Ethan DeGree, photo editor
Kristin Miller, opinion editor
Samantha Stark, features editor
Ellen Rossow, A&E editor
Thor Thompson, sports editor
Zana Pommier, copy editor
Carrie Thayer, copy editor
Cameron Seibold, online editor
Robert Plemel, business manager

MSUM Briefs
Some MSUM students will get
free entry to Fargo Marathon
A number of MSUM students
will have their Fargo Marathon
entry fee paid by others.
President Anne Blackhurst,
a veteran marathon runner, is
offering to pay the entry fees for
up to 10 student teams of four in
the marathon relay, and Professor
Deb White, another Fargo
Marathon veteran, is offering to
sponsor three MSUM students
for the full or half marathon.
To qualify for this offer, MSUM
students should register by Feb.
28 and agree to wear Dragon
gear during the race. The Fargo
Marathon is Saturday, May 9,
2015.
Students interested in Prof.
White’s offer for the full or half
marathon should contact her at
whitede@mnstate.edu.
Students interested in running
on a relay team should contact
Kathleen McNabb in the
President’s Office at 218-477-

4321 or mcnabb@mnstate.edu.
President Blackhurst will run
with a marathon relay team in the
Fargo Marathon. She will also
be participating in the Boston
Marathon on April 20.
SOC applications are now
available
Students will go through an
intense leadership training to lead
a group of new students through
Dragon Welcome Week and
their first semester by assisting
in a First Year Experience class.
Applications are due Feb. 11
on DragonJobs and interviews
will take place Feb. 18-March 4
(sign up for interviews is outside
CMU 222).
If you have any questions,
contact Mitch Johnson in CMU
222, at mitch.johnson@mnstate.
edu or 218-477-2601.
Vote for MSUM in the
STANLEY Security Together
for Safer Schools Grant

Program
MSUM has been nominated
to win up to $100,000 in the
STANLEY Security Together for
Safer Schools Grant Program.
The grant could be used toward
access control, video cameras,
emergency communications or
improving safety and security on
campus through other security
products or services.
From Jan. 19 through Feb.
13,
encourage
classmates,
professors, friends, family,
coworkers and acquaintances to
vote for MSUM every day. The
top two schools receive funding.
There are many ways to cast
your vote daily.
•
Go online and visit
https://stanleysaferschools.com/
and vote for mnstate
•
Tweet
using
#STANLEYSecurity
&
#mnstate
• Text
unique
school
keyword
mnstate
to
334455

World News
11 Dead in Egypt Protests
Just a day after an unarmed
female protester was killed, an
additional 11 people have died in
protests marking the anniversary
of Hosni Mubarak’s ousting in
Egypt on Sunday the state media
announced.
On Saturday police shot and
killed Shaimaa al-Sabbagh at
close range with shotgun pellets.
She had gathered with other
socialist activists on a march to
Tahrir Square on the anniversary
of Mubarak’s dismissal. In
photographs and video recorded
by other protesters, Sabbagh
can be seen standing peacefully
outside the Air France-KLM office
in Talaat Harb Square, which is
near Tahrir Square. Police forces
in Egypt have flooded its cities in
anticipation of protests.
On Sunday, a protester in
Alexandria died from birdshot
wounds due to police. However,
the Interior Ministry says the man
was armed. A second was killed
by birdshot in a Cairo suburb.
Meanwhile, two police officers
were wounded during a bomb
explosion outside a Cairo sports
club. Strategic roads, including

those leading to Tahrir Square,
have been blocked off by armored
vehicles.
Australian Politician Goes to
Fight ISIS
Matthew Gardiner, the head
of the Northern Territory Labor
Party in Australia, has left
the country to join Kurdish
fighters in the battle against
ISIS militants. As a result,
Gardiner’s membership has
been suspended by Territory
Labor.
Gardiner served as a combat
engineer in Somalia for
the Australian Army in the
1990s. It is unknown how
many Australians have joined
Kurdish fighters, but roughly 90
are believed to be fighting for
ISIS or other terrorist groups.
However, while Gardiner may
be joining an ally in the fight
against ISIS, a spokesperson
for the Attorney General issued
a statement saying, “It is illegal
to fight in Syria for either side
of the conflict. If you fight
illegally in overseas conflicts,
you face up to life in prison
upon your return to Australia.”

Attempt to Lift AirAsia
Fuselage Fails
The first attempt to raise the
fuselage from the AirAsia flight
that crashed last month has failed.
Teams are trying to salvage the
fuselage from flight QZ8501. All
162 people on board died when
it crashed into the Java Sea. Four
bodies had been discovered,
making the total recovered 69.
However, more bodies are still
believed to be inside the wreckage.
Seahawks RB Warned About
Crotch-Grabbing
Apparently it’s not just deflated
balls the NFL is worried about.
The league has warned the Seattle
Seahawks and running back
Marshawn Lynch that it will crack
down even more than it already
has if Lynch grabs his crotch
again after a touchdown. Lynch
has already been fined $131,050
by the league for making the
gesture twice, as well as for not
cooperating with the media. The
league told the team on Saturday
that it will be penalized 15 yards
on top of the fines issues to Lynch
should he do it during the Super
Bowl.

World and MSUM briefs from dailybeast.com, Dragon Digest and submissions to advocate@mnstate.edu.

Now Hiring: Full-Time Reporter

The Hillsboro Banner in Hillsboro, N.D. is looking for a full-time reporter to cover sports and news
for our weekly publication. The Banner won more than 60 awards in the 2014 NDNA Better Newspaper
Contest and a Best of the Dakotas award in 2013. We’re small, but we pack a punch.
Candidates should be familiar with AP style and not want to hyphenate phrases like “a locally owned
business.” To apply, send a cover letter, resume and writing samples to: Hillsboro Banner, c/o Cole
Short, PO Box 39, Hillsboro, ND 58045 or email materials tohbanner@rrv.net.
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Opinion

Resolution Disillusion

BY KJERSTI MADAY
madaykj@mnstate.edu

It’s the month of January. Do
you notice anything different?
Nope. The world, and everyone
in it, is the same as it was in
2014. But because of New Years,
people think now is the best
time to become a “new” them.
To do so, they create New Years
resolutions.
A popular New Years resolution
is to lose weight. People go crazy
with it, and businesses feed into
the frenzy. I’ve received dozens of
emails from clothing companies
reminding me that they have
athletic apparel on sale.
I’ve also seen a countless
number of gym promos. Gyms
offer lower rates and no signup fees during the month of
January. This is great for people
who have been considering a
gym membership for a long time
and know that they will stick to
a consistent schedule of working
out. However, certain gyms are
only hoping to make a profit from
the New Year “resolutionists.”
As a group fitness instructor

and a self-described “health-nut,”
I have a different perspective on
these weight loss resolutions than
those making them. I personally
hate the tradition of New Years
resolutions, because they only
offer temporary motivation. But,
to those of you who are really
trying to live a healthier lifestyle
in 2015, here are a few tips:
1.DO go to the gym.
The Wellness Center provides
a great facility to workout using
free weights, machines, group
fitness classes and personal
trainers. It’s included in your
tuition, so why not use it? Get a
friend to go to the gym with you,
take a class together, go for a run
around the indoor track or spot
each other while you lift. There
is nothing better for a group
fitness instructor than to have a
full class. So please, join us!
2.
DON’T
get
a
gym
membership.
Take this tip with a grain
of salt. If you live off-campus
and have a working knowledge
of gym equipment, join a
gym. Also, many gyms offer
personal training sessions and
group fitness classes that help
you get the most out of your
workout as well as educate you
on equipment and proper form
while exercising. However, most
students will benefit more from
the Wellness Center’s facilities
and educators.
3. Especially DON’T get a gym
membership with Planet Fitness.
If you are interested in a
cheap place to tan, this could
be the gym for you. Otherwise,
do not expect to get much else
out of a gym membership at

Planet Fitness. They do not staff
personal trainers, and they don’t
offer group fitness classes. What’s
worse? The first Monday of every
month they have a free pizza
night and the second Tuesday of
every month they give out free
bagels. To me it seems a little
counterproductive for a gym to
tempt members with junk food.
4. DON’T get discouraged.
Those who are new to fitness,
especially those making New
Years
resolutions,
have
a
tendency to get discouraged.
People have told me they get
burnt out because they start going
every day and run for 30 minutes
or use the elliptical for an hour.
No wonder these people give up
so quickly! A good way to start
getting into fitness is to ease into
it. Start with small, short-term,
achievable and measurable goals.
Maybe start by going to the gym
two to three times a week. Also,
include variety. Burnout often
comes from boredom. Find a
class you like to take and do that
for one of your weekly workouts.
Then incorporate some workouts
of your own. Mix it up!
Do your best to stick with
your goals this New Year. There’s
nothing more disappointing
than giving up. But please, use
your time and money wisely. If
you’re new to the gym scene, go
to the Wellness Center first. Ask
questions. Try a group fitness
class. See if an equally motivated
friend will go to the gym with
you. Accountability and variety
might be just what you need to
keep going after the New Years
resolution motivation has worn
off.

“Hacks” for your best semester

BY KIT MURRAY
murrayki@mnstate.edu

Ever since coming to college,
I’ve been a sucker for “life
hacks.” For example, tape a
dryer sheet to the AC to freshen
up the room. Or, rub beeswax
on your shoes to make them
waterproof – a great tip while
studying abroad in England!
The semester is in full swing,
the dependency on coffee has
returned and routine has finally
come back into our lives. I’ve
decided to share a few of my
own, as well as a few others’, tips
for getting by this semester in a
way that is easy and achievable.
Stay organized. Seems simple,
obvious, why even bring it up?
The reason it is important could
just be for ease of mind. As a

person who is naturally a worrywart, I’m always wondering if
I’ve done everything I needed to
before each lecture. Designate a
part of a bedroom, living room
or even part of one’s desk for
university materials. That way,
each thing has its own place.
Organizing and making sure it’s
ready for the next lecture can
help keep one’s mind, as well as
his or her desk, clear of clutter.
Find someone to confide in.
Having friends in the FargoMoorhead area is beneficial. But
having someone who goes to
the same school, someone who
is easy to talk to and someone
who may have even taken the
same class a year before could
help shine light on the subject
and provide useful information
for future courses.
Another tip I’ve found useful
is to get involved. Join the
philosophy club, greek life or
student government. These
outlets help find new friends,
as well as ways to network and
distract from everyday stress.
It can encourage us to pour our
energy into something we’re
passionate about and can be
rewarding as well.
Don’t be afraid to speak up.
I’m sure almost every professor
I’ve had would tell you I’m the
quietest student in the room.
This is not okay in college.
Getting over this throughout my

three years here is the biggest
accomplishment I can claim.
Participate in class. Critique
people’s work. Although it may
be terrifying and unnerving
at first, it can help encourage
success in so many ways.
This also may lead to getting
to know your professors. Talk
to them in person, email them
about assignments; use your
best judgment and keep a
good relationship with them.
Spending
five
successful
months with someone equates
to
upholding
a
positive
relationship.
Be aware of your own
equilibrium. Find the strengths
and weaknesses not just as a
student but as a person. College
is the perfect time to work on
personal development. Don’t
let that opportunity stray away;
embrace it, and find what works
and what doesn’t.
Have a scheduled time to read
books found outside of assigned
school work. Make time to hang
out at the CMU alone or with a
few friends.
Overall, don’t be afraid
to let loose. Don’t be afraid
of anything. Try things that
are scary and cover you with
nervous sweat. If I’ve learned
anything in college, it’s that
doing something that scares the
living crap out of you can be the
most rewarding in the end.

Home sweet dorm

WILLIAM LEWANDOWSKI

lewandowskiwi@mnstate.edu

Living on campus is
a beneficial part of any
collegiate career. Those
who decide to live offcampus are missing out
on easily accessible
resources, social and
academic opportunities
and are choosing to
have the possibility of
transportation problems.
Being an on-campus
student is enriching,
advantageous
and
a
foundation to a positive
college experience.
Living
on-campus
gives huge advantages
to students. One of these
is the easy access to
resources. Here at MSUM
we have so many helpful
and valuable sources of
information, assistance
and tutoring.
Being
on-campus
gives residents an easier
opportunity to access those
places. When a student
lives off-campus, they
must arrange it in their
schedule or be able to
make trips to and from
campus.
One of these resources
is the Livingston Lord
Library, one of the most
important
buildings
on
campus.
Living
on-campus, studying and
going to the library is easy,
as it’s only a short walk
away. For non-residing
students, studying at the

library is often difficult if
you want to make a trip
home after calss.
In addition to these
sources of information
and assistance are the
enriching opportunities for
on-campus students.
Academically, there are
chances for on-campus
students to go to lectures
outside of their normal
classes. Socially, there
are many events going on
and many opportunities
to make friends. Between
sports games, club events
and performing arts
happenings, there are
many occasions where
friends can come together
and have a good time.
When a student lives
at home or off-campus,
going to these events can
be difficult because of
planning and the will to
drive back and forth.
Transportation
can
also create issues for
off-campus
students.
Those who do not live on
campus have to deal with
the ongoing problem of
how they are to get to
campus. Traffic is a huge
factor for the timeliness
of a commuting student
anytime of the year. In this
area winter driving can
be dangerous due to road
conditions.
Another
imposing
problem for commuting
students is the possibility
of car problems. From flat
tires to oil leaks, the list
goes on. If a commuter does
not factor this possibility
in, they may just miss that
quiz in class or turning in
that big project.
Living on-campus is
beneficial to the lives
and
college
careers
of students. Between
the quick accessibility
and having fantastic
opportunities that are not
as easily taken advantage
of by off-campus students,
on-campus students have
so much to gain.

Interested in being a columnist or cartoonist?

The Advocate wants you!

Contact Kristin at millerkr@mnstate.edu.
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A&E

On the rise: footwork

The increasingly captivating genre of footwork combines dance and music into innovative performance art.

BY CAMERON SEIBOLD
seiboldca@mnstate.edu

For anyone paying attention
to underground dance music, it’s
impossible to go without noticing
the rise and influence of the
Chicago footwork scene. Though
the genre has roots as far back as
the early ‘90s, it has only been in
the past five years with releases
like Planet Mu’s “Bangs and
Works Volume 1” compilation
and DJ Rashad’s “Double Cup”
that footwork has truly seen the
light of major publicity.
Chicago footwork is a two part
genre: one part music and one
part dance. Whereas most styles
of dance are a reaction to music,
footwork music is a reaction to
dance. It’s a pure and raw form
of dance music that was custom
made to fit a style of intensely fast
paced movement.

Footwork was born from
Chicago house, ghetto house,
and juke music. It’s still often
called juke because the genres
are so similar, however footwork
tends to be slightly higher tempo
and doesn’t employ the typical
common time beat that juke and
house music typically do.
It’s widely accepted that
Chicago native Kavain Space aka
RP Boo is the originator of the
genre, taking influence from the
‘90s juke scene that he was a part
of and adjusting his tracks based
on the reaction of the performers
who danced to it to arrive at
something tailor made for the
dancers.
The
music
typically
incorporates
rhythmically
complex percussion from the
classic Roland 808 and 909
drum machines at 150-160 beats
per minute, layering samples

of anything from Kraftwerk to
Gil Scott-Heron, adding bright
synth lines, humming sub bass,
and repetitive chopped up vocal
phrases or call outs that establish
who was involved with creating
or inspiring the track.
The dance that inspired the
music is predictably just as
intensely fast paced and complex.
Watching footworking is like
watching break dancing, tap
dancing, and voguing all at once,
and at truly incredible speeds.
Like breakdancing and many
other forms of street dance,
footworking is typically in the
format of a “battle”, in which
the crowd forms a circle on the
dance floor and dancers face off
for money or glory. A footwork
battle includes a plethora of dance
moves, from dribbles to skates to
bangs, mikes, and crossovers.
As
the
name
implies,

THEDAILYDOSECOLLECTIVE.COM

footworking is mostly focused on
a dancer’s feet and legs, but it’s
really left to the artist’s discretion
to make their own form of the
moves.
There are multiple labels that
promote footwork music, like
Planet Mu and Hyperdub, but the
most prominent and deserving
footwork music label as of now
is Teklife, a Chicago based label
run by Morris Harper, aka DJ
Spinn and, up until April of 2014,
the late Rashad Harden, aka DJ
Rashad.
However, calling Teklife a mere
music label is a bit of a misnomer.
At its heart, it’s a worldwide
collective of visual artists, DJs,
musicians, and dancers, all
focused on pushing footwork
culture forward.
Teklife is undoubtedly a major
reason for the current surge in
interest the world is showing for

footwork music, as they are home
to many of the most innovative and
hard working artists in the genre,
like DJ Rashad, DJ Spinn, and
RP Boo, genre pioneer Traxman,
visual artist Ashes57, dancer
Lightbulb, and many others. This
dream team of creatives from
around the world have come
together to create a unique brand
that is easily the gold standard of
footworking in 2015.
Footwork is without a doubt
a genre to keep your eyes and
ears open for in 2015. It’s an
entirely unique genre that’s been
destroying dance floors since the
early ‘90s in one form or another.
Even though it may peak into
mainstream success (for better or
worse) at some point, when the
hype dies down the right people
will still be footworking and
enjoying the music as they always
have.

Reviewer amped over
synth pop nightmare
“The Guest”
THEGUESTMOVIE.COM

Reviewer dubs “The Guest” director Adam Wingard’s best film to date.

BY ANDY WESTON
westonan@mnstate.edu

A film that is bound to divide
viewers, “The Guest” offers a high
dose of ‘80s nostalgia and thrill.
The story starts with the titular
guest, David, showing up on
the doorstep of the Peterson’s
residence in an attempt to connect
with the family of a fellow soldier
who died in action. After oozing
just the right amount of charm,
David is invited in by Laura,
the grieving mother of David’s
departed friend.
Once inside, David helps to
relieve some of Laura’s grief by
relaying a message of love from
her son. Soon other members of
the family are introduced, each
dealing with problems of their

own.
Laura’s husband Spencer is
struggling with his career and
unable to support his family.
Meanwhile, their son Luke
endures a severe lack confidence,
being bullied at school and now
lacking a role model in the form
of an older brother.
The final member of the
Peterson household is the
rebellious daughter Anna, who is
trying to forge her own path and
get out from under her parents’
roof.
After David is invited to stay
with the family for a few days
while he gets his affairs in order,
he begins to help them in ways
their son may have if he were still
present.
But it soon appears that David

Visit www.gliks.com to
find your nearest location

is a force to be reckoned with, and
may also be dealing with inner
turmoil of his own.
From here the film continues
to build up tension and doesn’t
stop until the credits roll. To go
any further into the plot would
give away too much of what
makes “The Guest” so interesting
and dynamic. Any clue to the
influences felt or twists that occur
would only ruin the experience for
anyone sitting down to watch for
the first time.
Although the specifics of the
plot are best kept a secret to the
viewer, it’s safe to say that both
the writing and directing found
within are very well done. Simon
Barrett has continued to grow and
mature in his craft as a writer over
the course of making horror genre
fare like “A Horrible Way to Die”
and “You’re Next”.
With “The Guest,” Barrett has
moved onto something that is
more commercially viable, while
still maintaining all of the traits
that have made his past films
stand out.
The crisp dialogue allows for
every word that comes out of
David’s mouth to be pitch perfect,
while the plotting is handled aptly
and straddles several genres of
1980s film.
What begins as a slow-burning
thriller soon becomes something
else
entirely,
incorporating
everything from The Terminator to
Halloween in its arsenal. Although
the plot takes on a drastic change
in tone partway through, any fan
of ‘80s film will find it hard not
to be impressed with the love

and admiration shown by both
the writer and director in paying
homage to it.
While the initial directorial style
and music may lead to comparisons
of “Drive,” it makes sure to define
itself as a unique film. Like his
longtime collaborator Barrett,
director Adam Wingard has
shown a lot of growth throughout
the course of his career. His
most visually disciplined film to
date, “The Guest” features his
highest production value yet. The
visual and scripted styles lend
themselves perfectly to the films
they parody.
Using close up shots to better
portray his characters’ emotions,
Wingard allows the actors’ faces
to display what they may be
thinking in place of redundant
dialogue. Although many still
shots and transitions are done
simplistically, they contribute
to a tone of impending dread,
and sell the suspenseful thriller
aspect the film’s opening half is
going for.
During the movie’s latter half,
Wingard contributes more of
his own personal style, further
separating the two portions from
one another. The film’s final act
takes place in a really fun setting
I won’t ruin here, but I assure is a
highlight of the entire piece.
The film’s score should also be
noted. The synth-pop sound track
helps to establish the mood and
style of the films it alludes to,
all the while complimenting the
story’s ebb and flow.
The film’s acting talent helps to
sell the film, but no cast member

does more so than Dan Stevens.
Best known for his role as
a chubby aristocrat on PBS’s
Downton Abby, the actor takes
this opportunity to relinquish
himself from any preconceived
notions viewers may have of him.
Though David could have easily
been played as a one-dimensional
and unlikable character, in
Stevens’ hands he becomes
something else entirely. In packing
on muscle and producing a subtle
southern accent, he has produced
a character that is charm and cool
personified. From the moment the
character appears on screen, there
is something captivating about
him that keeps the viewer invested
from start to finish.
The other stand-out performance
comes from relative newcomer
Maika Monroe who plays Anna.
Throughout the course of the film
Anna grows from being no more
than a victim to a full-fledged
‘80s icon along the lines of Jamie
Lee Curtis and Linda Hamilton.
Monroe is able to aptly display the
audience’s behavior and reactions
during the film’s proceedings and
proves to be the most real and
well-rounded character in the cast.
What winds up being the end
result is a film with a lot of heart
and potential that inevitably
succumbs to trying to do too many
things in one outing. Although
the change of genres throughout
its run-time can be jarring and
hinder some viewers’ enjoyment,
for those willing to accept its
twists and appreciate what it is
attempting to do, there is a lot here
to like.
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A film student’s look at
winter break theatrical releases
BY CHRIS SANCHEZ
sanchezch@mnstate.edu

The holiday season serves as a time
for merriment, celebration, spending
time with family and, of course, tons of
theatrical movie releases. This reviewer
had the opportunity to venture out in the
cold during Winter Break and into the
theatre to share in the magic of a few of
the newest films.

“Unbroken”

The true story of Olympic runner/
WWII veteran Louis Zamperini
(solid newcomer Jack O’Connell) is
the inspiration for Angelina Jolie’s
sophomore directorial effort. It is plain
to see why Jolie took on this ambitious
project: Zamperini was an individual
with triumphs and tragedy, and in spite
of those obstacles, he was able to fight
with resilient spirit. There are two main
issues with “Unbroken” though.
First of all, the audience never gets
to know Zamperini on a personal level.
We know that he was the troubled child
of Italian immigrants and he became an
Olympic track star and then fought in
WWII, but we hardly ever get into his
head.
The second issue is history has shown
Zamperini was an American hero, but
there is not a trace of heroism here.
Instead, the film focuses on the torture
and suffering of the protagonist, as

we feel every crushing blow that’s
inflicted on him. Jolie does prove to be
a competent director, especially in the
well-orchestrated WWII fight scenes
that open the movie. If only she had
done more with this material, and given
Zamperini more depth.

“Into the Woods”

Rob Marshall (Oscar winning director
of “Chicago”) has again adapted a
beloved musical onto the big screen.
This time it’s a Sondheim piece,
so for Broadway theatre buffs, the
expectations are through the roof. As
someone who has never seen the stage
show, this is a finely tuned musical that
should have enough filling for hard core
fans to eat up.
The idea of combining our favorite
tales of Cinderella (Anna Kendrick),
Rapunzel (Mackenzie Mauzy), Little
Red Riding Hood (Lilla Crawford) and
more makes for a solid, twisty, twohour adventure.
We all know how these fairy tales go.
Cinderella, forced to be a chamber maid
for her wicked step-mother and stepsisters is forbidden to go to the ball. A
baker and his wife (Jordan Corden and
Emily Blunt) try to have a baby and
to abolish a curse left on them by the
Witch (wickedly grand Meryl Streep.)
On top of that you have Jack (Daniel
Huttlestone) who foolishly exchanged
his cow for magic beans that eventually

grow into. . . well, you can connect the
dots. Then audiences see Red Riding
Hood encounter the Big Bad Wolf
(Johnny Depp, who is barely in the
film), and all of these stories intertwine
for a thrilling ride.
The film sometimes meanders, and it
does take a bleaker route than your usual
PG rated fare, but the performances
are uniformly strong and the music is
playful, yet sinister and emotional.

gives the film his usual lush, colorful
palate.
Adams and Waltz have great moments,
even though Waltz is often over the top.
It is nice, however, that Burton is not
relying on special effects or Johnny
Depp acting through layers of makeup.
Even in it’s sillier moments, “Big Eyes”
is one of the better films Burton has
done in the last several years.

“Big Eyes”

Upon seeing trailers for “The Imitation
Game,” it looks like the typical highbrow
British biopic, and it ultimately is, but
that doesn’t mean it isn’t any good. It’s
a compelling story about Alan Turing
(Benedict Cumberbatch), a brilliant
mathematician who is trying to crack the
Enigma code and stop the Nazis during
WWII. While going to Cambridge,
Turing was assembling a complex
machine that would help decipher the
German’s encryption. Seemingly, no
one has faith in his accomplishment.
Though at times the film seemed like
a TV movie, it is well-crafted, and the
performances are terrific, especially for
the always riveting Cumberbatch and the
lovely Keira Knightley. Unfortunately,
the film does gloss over Turing’s
personal life and the tragic repercussions
that came later for him. Still, for those
interested in an incredible true story,
“The Imitation Game” is one to check
out.

Theatrical audiences saw a change
in pace for Tim Burton in his new
biopic about Margaret Keane (Amy
Adams). A recent divorcee and mother
who settles in Northern California,
Margaret is a talented painter who tries
to sell her work to make a better life for
herself and her daughter. It isn’t until
successful painter Walter (Christoph
Waltz) encounters her that she sees a
way out of her struggles.
The two get married, and in an effort
to get his new wife’s work out for the
world to see, Walter attempts to get
some of the best art galleries to display
it. However, the only way he believes
her work will be taken seriously is if he
passes it as his own.
This film is a refreshingly different
path for Burton, who is known for his
whimsical and wacky yarns, and instead
shows a fascinating tale of a marriage
that is crumbling. However, Burton
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English prof. published in national magazine
BY SAMANTHA STARK
starksa@mnstate.edu

North Dakota is known to be
a dull, blizzarding wasteland. It’s
rarely mentioned, greatly ignored
and dangling with its only national
reputation guided by the film and
television adaptations of “Fargo.”
Still, Katherine Meiners, an
MSUM English professor for 21
years, sees the city of Fargo as more
than a flat and snowy tundra.
She lives for the magnificence of
North Dakota’s prairie; devoting
most of her personal life to bird
watching, wildlife photography
and nature writing, spending entire
days exploring back roads and quiet
byways in search of birds and other
wildlife.
“You have to get up early and
go down a lot of dirt roads and
footpaths to see the rich and diverse
birdlife that North Dakota has to
offer,” Meiners said. “I knew that
many people never see or appreciate
the beauty of North Dakota simply
because they aren’t up that early and
don’t dawdle around the pothole
country.”
When she realized the award
winning national environmental
magazine Orion: Nature, Culture,
and Place hadn’t published an
article about the state she felt so
passionate about, she was appalled.
Orion has a regular section
called “The Place Where You
Live.” The magazine publishes
selected entries submitted online by
readers. Contributors may submit
photographs and short pieces up to
350 words about the places they live
and what connects them to those
locations.
Meiners wanted to share the
beauty she saw in North Dakota
with the nation and break the frigid

stereotypes.
“In submitting my entry, I hoped
to put North Dakota on the map,”
Meiners said.
Meiners knew her article needed
to be read by more than online
viewers. So she held her breath and
clicked the box indicating that she
wanted the piece to be considered
for publication in the January/
February printed edition.
“Soon, the magazine contacted
me to say that it would like to
publish my photo and short prose
piece, much to my pleasure,”
Meiners said.
Her coworkers weren’t surprised
at the article’s publication.
“Katie’s marriage of photographs
and words allow us to see and feel
what it means to embrace ecological
consciousness,” English professor
Thom Tammaro said.
The article speaks from the
heart of a true North Dakotan. She
appreciates every small thing the
state has to offer.
Although surprising to her
readers, Meiners didn’t always boast
the same love for North Dakota
as she does today. Her fondness
developed slowly, taking years to
see the beauty that so many dismiss
as flat and boring.
“At first I couldn’t appreciate
North Dakota,” Meiners said. “I
felt that other landscapes offered
more.”
That changed when her love
of nature photography of North
Dakota’s water wildlife grew. She
became enchanted by the wildlife
that inhabits the Prairie Pothole
Region’s glacier-made wetlands.
The beauties gradually become
her inspiration for the photo and
article she submitted.
“The slough near Wishek, the
pelican and other waterfowl in

I moved to Fargo twenty years
ago for a new job. I’d come from
a hilly, wooded state, and the flat
North Dakota plains struck me as
the end of the world. “You’ll get
used to it,” my new friends said.
The grief I felt as I mourned the
loss of hills and trees soon gave
way to a new passion for birding.
Beyond North Dakota’s biggest
city lies wealth beyond measure,
and I don’t mean oil: The Prairie
Pothole Region extends south
from Canada, and the grasslands
pocked with shallow pools and

Last week, theater Dragons had
the opportunity to travel to the Twin
Cities for this year’s regional Kennedy
Center American College Theater
Festival (KCACTF) to perform,
compete, attend workshops, receive
awards and celebrate their passion for
the stage alongside their peers from
the upper Midwest.
Throughout the school year,
college theater students and staff
involved in school productions can be
nominated for various awards based
on their contribution to the show.
Last spring, MSUM’s cast of “Carrie:
The Musical” won an Ensemble
Award for their performance as a
whole. This fall, the department’s
Head of Design and Technology,
Ricky Greenwell, won an award in
Costume Excellence for “The Jungle
Book.” Acting and Directing junior
Nora Flaherty was presented an
award in Directing Excellence for
this winter’s production of “ben and
trish.” Flaherty said these awards are
not only a great accomplishment, but
also motivation to keep following her
dreams.
“This award has encouraged me to
continue to do what I love,” she said.
On top of these awards, student
performers nationwide are eligible
to receive “Irene Ryan” nominations
throughout the school year. A
nomination is their (and a partner
of their choosing’s) ticket into a

regional acting competition. Last
week’s competition included nearly
400 couples, only one of which will
advance to the national level in April.
Of the nine MSUM nominees that
competed this year, three students,
senior Michael Johnson, junior Kate
Aarness and sophomore Sammy
Lorenz and their partners were
asked to compete in the semi-finals.
Although they did not advance to
finals, Johnson said making it that far
was an honor.
But KCACTF isn’t only about
awards. The ability to perform and
share talents with peers plays a big
part in the annual festival. The event
offers an opportunity for those
passionate about all aspects of theater
to share their crafts. A handful of
MSUM students participated in a
devised theater project, in which
they performed original pieces of
theater that explore topics in unique
and sometimes obscure ways. Junior
Ally Beil was one of the students to
perform her devised theater piece
alongside fellow actors Caleb Reich
and Taylor Hought.
“Our performance was about
an individual struggling with drug
addiction and having to choose
between two sides of the addiction,
which were illustrated by me, a
demon, and Taylor, an angel,” Beil
explained.
According to Beil, a lot of the
experience of KCACTF is receiving
feedback that couldn’t be found
anywhere else.

Beyond the dead trees, the open
slough stretched for half a mile,
enticing the diving birds that
needed extra takeoff and landing
room.
What a delight it would be
to camp here, I thought. The
song sparrows would grow
silent at night’s inky twilight
while nocturnal life shook off its
daytime slumber. Then the rising
sun would flush everything in
successive tints of lavender, pink,
and gold. Perhaps I’d never leave.
- Katherine Meiners

KATHERINE MEINERS • meiners@mnstate.edu

The photo and article were published in Orion magazine. “I took the photograph of the pelican on a slough at sunrise
near Wishek, ND, after planning to spend the Labor Day holiday in the prairie potholes of that area,” Meiners said. “I set
my alarm in order to be up before sunrise and in time to see the birds waking and feeding in the golden light.”

the early golden light, and the
dramatic landscape of the Prairie
pothole region of North Dakota
were my inspiration,” Meiners
said. “The large slough, the
pelicans and other waterfowl, the
timing of the sunrise — everything
came together perfectly, and I
snapped the photo of the pelican
at just the right instant.”
Meiners
continues
to
photograph the beauty of North
Dakota, in addition to teaching
a nature writing course (ENGL
435) where she shows students
how to see nature’s beauty as she
does. Meiners can’t see herself
leaving the picturesque state any
time soon.

MSUM theater department shares
passion for arts at regional festival
BY ELLEN J. ROSSOW
rossowel@mnstate.edu

marshes are nirvana for birds
and birders alike. Farming
and industry grab more of this
land every year, but what’s left
contains treasure for those who
dawdle along dirt roads and
country byways.
This summer I watched
pelicans ski the glossy water of
a magnificent slough, the heart
of which was clustered with
dead, closely spaced tree trunks.
Herons and egrets fed along the
reedy edges, and yellow-headed
blackbirds croaked in the brush.

“To finally have the opportunity
to perform it in front of people we
didn’t know and receive feedback
from professionals who weren’t
our professors or peers was a great
learning experience,” she said.
The entirely student-created
production “ben and trish.,” which
premiered on the MSUM stage
last month, was also presented at
KCACTF last week. According
to Johnson (writer/producer), the
opportunity to perform a play for
KCACTF’s audience is a large feat, as
it was one of only six chosen shows
from the region (which includes all
of Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Missouri, Kansas and
Nebraska.) The show performed five
times Thursday to packed audiences,
including not only students, but
various
theater
professionals
and, most importantly, KCACTF
respondents who have the ability to
send “ben and trish.” the national
festival in April.
When
KCACTF
attendees
weren’t taking the stage or attending
performances they were engaging
in workshops and theater intensives
where they could work with
professionals from around the region.
KCACTF’s website describes the
festival as “a catalyst in improving the
quality of college theater in the United
States.” With the large involvement
Dragons have in KCACTF, it’s no
wonder the department continues to
earn recognition and create exciting
and rare theater.
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Dragon men soar to best start in more than 40 years
BY TURNER BLAUFUSS
blaufusstu@mnstate.edu

The Dragons have been
dominating the Northern Sun
this season, as they’re off to a
school-record 22-1 start.
The Dragons are putting
the clamps on defensively,
winning by an average of 20
points per game.
At the reins for MSUM is
Chad Walthall, and his team
doesn’t underestimate any of
their opponents by looking
too far down the road. They
choose to take it a day at a time
and get the job done.
“Our approach is ‘let’s
practice today, get better
today,’” Walthall said. “Then
we’ll do the next thing
tomorrow. That’s kind of the
goal and how we do it.”
Coming into the year
Walthall knew he had plenty
of experienced players to
work with. A near-perfect
record through 23 games
likely exceeded the team’s
expectations coming into the
season.
“We had a great nucleus
coming back, and I thought
if we can put it together we’d
have a nice team,” Walthall
said. “The rest is up to the
players to buy in. We have
a good mix of seniors and
underclassman that have gone
through it before. I felt like
we’d be a team that would be
good, but you don’t know how
it’s going to turn out.”
The biggest difference from

last year’s squad and this year’s
team is the defensive play.
These Dragons can lockdown
their matchups and cause fits
for opposing offenses.
“We’re guarding,” Walthall
said. “We’re a much better
defensive team and we’re
playing with toughness and
more urgency on the defensive
end. That’s been the biggest
improvement by far.”
MSUM
Captain
Jordan
Riewer is having his best year
yet. The senior guard is leading
the Dragons in scoring (16.2),
assists (5.6) and rebounds
(4.9). Riewer is the team’s
motor and makes his impact
felt on both ends of the court.
“[Riewer’s] a first class
player and first class person,”
Walthall said. “He’s our
leader. We’ve seen him grow
and mature from a redshirt
freshman to one of the best
players in the league.”
The MSUM fans have been
supportive throughout the
year, but the Dragons hope to
see their best turnout of the
season this weekend.
“They’ve
always
been
great,” Walthall said. “We
really want to emphasize
everyone coming out next
weekend. We got two great
teams coming in and it’s our
second to last weekend at
home.
“I really encourage all the
students to come out, and get
it as crazy as it can be.”
The Dragons look to keep
the train rolling with a

TURNER BLAUFUSS • blaufusstu@mnstate.edu

Junior forward Isaac Sevlie (above) has given MSUM a solid inside presence, complimenting Riewer’s scoring.

Friday night matchup against
Concordia St. Paul at 8 p.m.,
then a Saturday night game
with Minnesota State.
Walthall and his team look
to continue to take everything
a day at a time, and keep
getting better.
“Win the day,” Wathall
said. “When the season’s all
done we’ll see where we are.
If we take care of business
Monday as we prep for
Friday, then everybody’s
done their part and we’ll let
the chips fall.”

MSUM women hit record 15
3s en route to 20 point win
BY THOR THOMPSON
thompsonth@mnstate.edu

The Dragon women came out
shooting against the Bemidji
State Beavers Saturday night,
hitting 12 of their first 14 shots.
On the way to a record 15
3-pointers, MSUM jumped to a
31-10 lead after nine minutes.
However, BSU didn’t give in
that easily.
“I think what happened is
the starters came out with good
energy and hit shots,” MSUM
head coach Karla Nelson said.
“The bench came in with
good energy and hit shots, we
went back to the starters and
then from there it went all
downhill.”
The
Dragon’s
shooting
started to cool down while
BSU started to hit some of
their own shots from behind
the arc.
The Beavers, lead by Sierra
Senske’s 23 points, cut the
defecit to five with five minutes
remaining in the first half, but
didn’t manage to overtake the
Dragons heading into halftime.
Nelson gave BSU credit,
though.
“I thought Bemidji kept
playing and knocking shots
down. In some ways it just
reminded me of a good oldfashioned pick up game, not a
lot of defense.”

The Dragons started the
second half on a 21-11 run, and
never looked back.
A big part of the success
was due to the hot shooting
of sophomore guard Morgan
Banasik (20 points, 4-7 from
3-point range), junior guard
Meghan Roehrich (20 points,
8-13 shooting) and an inside
presence from forward/center
Savanna Handevidt (14 points
on 6-8 shooting).
Banasik said the key to
her shooting was simple:
confidence.
“I hit my first one, and I just
kind of knew it was on, so I
just kept shooting.”
Besides the record amount
of 3-pointers, MSUM also set
high marks for the season in
points (94), assists (24) and
field-goal percentage (51.5).
All of this coincides with
Nelson’s 250th career win.
Even with all the positives
on offense, Nelson wasn’t
completely satisfied with her
team’s performance.
“I definitely think we have to
get back to rebounding the ball
a lot better than what we are
right now,” she said. “[We’re]
giving up a lot of second
chance opportunities to teams.
We did that a lot tonight and
last night.”
Playing with a big lead also

gives the Dragons a chance to
develop their younger bench
players.
“Right now we’re young, and
any kind of minutes they can
get is probably a good thing,”
Nelson said. “Two minutes can
turn into five, five to 10 and 10
to 20. I just try to stress that
you need to keep your intensity
up. It’s important to get those
freshmen minutes, because
we’re going to need them.”
Looking ahead in the season,
MSUM has eight games
remaining before the NSIC
tournament, including two big
matchups with Concordia-St.
Paul and MSU-Mankato next
weekend.
“We have two huge games
this weekend and like coach
said we’re going to practice
rebounding all week, and that’s
really going to be stressed,”
Banasik said.
The Dragon women will
look to continue the inside-out
game on offense. According
to Handevidt, that’s what gets
them open for clean looks
beyond the arc, whether it be
for guards or post players.
“We’re kind of a double
threat team,” Handevidt said.
MSUM will set out to
prove that this weekend
with a couple of conference
matchups.
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Minnesota
native recounts
world travels
Deb and Marty Essen pose following a close encounter with a hippo on the Zambezi River in Mozambique, Africa.

BY MARIE VEILLETTE
veillettma@mnstate.edu

Marty Essen is an ordinary guy
with some not-so-ordinary travel
experiences. He lives with his wife
Deb in Montana, owning and operating
their own landline company, Essen
Communications Corporation. He’s
also traveled to all seven continents,
been attacked by a hippo, chased by an
elephant and surrounded by a pack of
wolves.
Marty has some connections to the
Fargo-Moorhead area. He is originally
from Duluth, Minn., his wife attended
Concordia College and his nephew
attends MSUM.
Recounting his travels, he wrote a
book, “Cool Creatures, Hot Planet”
with one chapter devoted to each
continent and his experiences there.
The book has won six national awards
since it was published in 2012.
However, the Essens did not

originally plan to travel to all the
continents, nor did Marty expect to
write a book. Everything started with
one trip to Belize.
“We were just going out to have an
adventure,” Marty said.
A reporter in Montana was doing an
interview with the Essens, highlighting
the success of their business. When
the interview was finished, Marty
mentioned their upcoming trip to the
Belizean rainforest.
The reporter asked if he would
like to write about his travels for the
publication. He agreed, and after his
articles received positive feedback,
Marty decided he should write a book.
His trip to the rainforest was as
successful as his writing.
“Ever since I was eight years old, I
had wanted to go visit the rainforest,”
Marty said. “It was like being in a giant
greenhouse without the pots.”
The Essens had always been
animal lovers, and their trips across

@fargoairport

BRIAN WORSELY

the world naturally took on an aspect
of conservation and advocacy for
the environment and the inhabiting
wildlife.
In his writing and presentation,
Marty deliberately took time to point
out animals such as the vampire
bat, which produces a natural anticoagulant that has inspired a life
saving drug for humans.
He also took time to explain why
other animals, such as wolves and
piranhas, have a bad reputation, then
debunked the myths that gave them
that reputation.
Preserving the environment
was an important topic in Marty’s
presentation. He shared pictures of
the icebergs in Antarctica and the
barren landscapes of Canadian oil
fields.
“[America] is the last place left on
the planet where global warming is
still a controversy,” he said.
Though he enjoyed every
continent and environment he
explored, the rainforest was by far

his favorite; however, it has not been
spared from human destruction.
Many acres of natural habitat
have been torn down to make room
for farmers to plant palm trees and
harvest the oil. Marty urged the
audience to avoid buying products
with the ingredient.
Throughout their three and a
half years of traveling, the Essens
had many close encounters with
dangerous animals, but the most
incredible story Marty shared took
place in Africa, the last continent they
visited.
He and his wife, their tour guide
and two other couples were canoeing
down the Zambezi River after a few
days of backpacking. The river was
filled with hippos, who are known to
be dangerous if they feel threatened.
All the couples, including the
Essens, were nervous about sharing
the waterway, but the tour guide
assured them it was safe. They set off
down the river, but before either Deb
or Marty knew what was happening,

they were pitched on shore.
A hippo had thrust its tusks through
the bottom of the canoe leaving two
large holes, and the top jaw of the
its massive bite had smashed the
gunwale.
Though neither had any injuries, it
took much convincing and courage
for the party to continue their two day
trip down the river.
It may seem impossible that one
couple could have so many unique
experiences, but Marty attributes it
to their deliberate travel to locations
tourists would not normally go.
While the Essens completed their
seven continent goal some years ago,
their travel has not stopped nor has
their wanderlust been quenched.
“No matter how much research
I did ahead of time, nature always
surprised me,” Marty said.
Those interested in following
the Essens’ adventures should
friend Marty on Facebook to see a
daily photo from his ever-growing
collection.

with their department faculty and
say, ‘This is kind of what I’m
thinking about studying, who do
you know that’s specializing in

that area?’” Wolter said. “But in
our office we really want to offer
services to students wherever they
are in their whole educational

WORKSHOP, FROM FRONT
path, whether it’s finding a major,
finding an appropriate career with
that major or going on to grad
school.”

But aside from getting the
chance to be immersed in music,
the course had some additional
requirements.
“We completed three hours of
lecture every day,” Williams said.
“When they got back to campus,
they had to complete 10 hours of
online instruction, and write two
papers.”
But when the work was done
and the books put away, the group
had the chance to experience other
aspects of the Trinidadian culture.
“The weather was always good.
People were very friendly, and I
noticed a strong sense of national

pride around the area, which I
thought was pretty cool,” said
music industry major Kyle Sperle.
Allen expressed mutual feelings.
“We spent time at the beach, got
to meet the locals, had a boat tour
and got to snorkel, and we went to a
dance party at the beach,” she said.
Williams explained that the
three-credit course was open to all
students regardless of their majors.
While the spring tuition rates
covered the enrollment costs of
the class, the students paid an extra
$2,200 for their flights and other
expenses.
For the students, the experience

TRINIDAD, FROM FRONT
isn’t one they will be forgetting
anytime soon.
“It was probably the best 10 days
of my life,” Sperle said. “It made
me realize how cool indigenous
music is and made me want to
spread it through my own music.”
Allen agreed.
“It was probably the best trip I’ve
been in, and I’ve been to England,
Scotland and Mexico,” she said.
“We worked a lot but really had
some fun and relaxing time.”
For students interested in taking
the course, Williams said there are
plans of possibly offering it again
in about two years.

used,” Herbst said. “You hate to
say no to something progressive
like that, but the numbers just
didn’t add up.”
An
effective
bike-sharing
program for MSUM would involve
an independent, year-round bike
rack system.
“I’m definitely open to it,”
Herbst said. “The question is,
‘What would it take to encourage
more students to ride their bike in
the winter?’”
According to an MSUM email
survey completed in fall 2013,
approximately 67 percent of
responders lived within one to
five miles of campus, but only 20
percent of students and faculty walk
to campus, while eight percent bike
to campus. A bike-share program
may particularly benefit the 20
percent who walk.
Students and faculty could easily
take a quick trip to Hornbachers
or Dairy Queen without taking the
time to wait in traffic and scope out
a parking spot during school hours.
In addition to a bike-share
program, another wish list item for
MSUM is a car-sharing service.

TRANSPORTATION, FROM FRONT
“Because we have 60 percent of has access to is MATBUS, which
people who drive to campus either is only used regularly by 7 percent
way, we’d be interested in seeing of students and faculty. However,
this kind of technology,” Herbst when asked how to reduce their
said. “You’d still have the lower carbon footprint associated with
impact of not needing as many commuting, 40 percent of survey
parking spaces.”
responders said the best way is
While a car-sharing service public transit.
would likely implement a new
Herbst suspects that the lack of
student fee, the benefits would use of MATBUS can be attributed
would be numerous, including to its lengthy commute times.
avoiding insurance and surprise MATBUS requires transfers to take
mechanic fees.
extended trips, including a stop at
Zipcar, a corporate car-sharing the Ground Transportation Center
service, resides at 250 college to get beyond downtown Fargo.
campuses in North America,
“We
have
a
mid-sized
including the U of M Twin Cities. Midwestern town in a very cold
The service involves renting a climate,” Herbst said. “We are very
car online hourly or daily. Gas spread out. The big picture is that
is included in the rental price, so people are living further and further
stopping to fill up is covered, as from where they go to work.”
well as roadside assistance.
Herbst’s solve-all dream for the
“[A car-share program] is community?
something that I’ve wanted to do
“I think one of the best things
for a while,” Herbst said.
Fargo-Moorhead could do would
The reason it hasn’t come up be to close the train tracks off to
sooner?
freight traffic and make a light rail
“It hasn’t made it up the list of all that goes from Dilworth to West
the things we want to do,” he said. Fargo, and then encourage growth
The only form of public along the core of the city and add
transportation our campus currently that kind of transportation.”

